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NIH ends longitudinal children’s study (EXDX>&)

2014
Life studies in UK cancelled (HXDX>&))

2015

NATURE | NEWS

NIH ends longitudinal children’s study

Budget and management problems sink plan to follow 100,000 children from birth to adulthood.

Sara Reardon

12 December 2014

THE NATIONAL

CHILDREN'’S

STUDY

Life Study aimed to find associations between factors early in life and outcomes later on.

Massive UK baby
study cancelled

After demise of similar US project, decision prompts
rethink about design of future cradle-to-grave efforts.

BY HELEN PEARSON

n ambitious study ll'.u planned to
collect information o Jritis
babies throughout their s has

ended just 8 months after its of
because not enough prospective erc:‘.ls
signed up. The closure comes less than
a year after the US National Institutes of
Health (NIH) cancelled a similar effort to
trace 10 children from birth, prompt-

ing fears that researchers will now shy away
from proposing similar studies.

“I'am afraid that the scientific community
may not dare to embark on similarly ambi-
tious cohort stud s in the near future”
says Camilla Stoltenberg, who heads the
Norwegian Institute of Public Health in Oslo.
Sheis nsponxlhlg for a major birth-cohort
study in Norway and chaired the inter-

i sory committee to
the UK proiject, called Life Study.

Prized by both medical researchers and
social scientists, birth-cohort studies revea
associations between factors early in life
such as poverty or a mother’s diet in pr. -
nancy, 3nd outcomes Iaur\m ranging from 3

ffor aai'udv exist around the vm'ld hul
Study was to be one of the biggest and

t ambitious yet. It got the green li

011 when government IundlnL, bodies,

Jl.lt_ln"!hc Economicand Social Research

SRC) and the Medical Research

eed to support the study wi lh

>-'1 9 milli un~unu] 2

smul.. of
st dtdl

TS h(:-pcd to slgn up as
ospective mothers — of a
— by July 2016. Another

many as 16,0(
total target of 60
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Category Genotype

XWEREL ( % )

BEE (%

)

Adjusted OR
(95% CI / P)

C/C
Hﬂi#g_;’ﬁlﬂﬂﬂ C/A
A/A

627 ( 53.7)
477 ( 40.8)
63 ( 5.3)
\_ J

(1163A)

Collaborations with Dr Shibata at NCRI-Japan

1466 ( 54.3 )
1026 ( 38.0 )
209 ( 7.7 )

\_

J

(2701A)

Suzuki & Shibata et al, MCB 2013

Reference
1.02 (0.87-1.19), 0.85
1.54 (1.12-2.16) / 0.0084
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Even though we found that AhR-mediated induction of artemin
caused AD-like phenotypes in mice, the question remains of
whether the AhR-artemin axis is the genuine cause of human AD.
To evaluate the degree of involvement of the AhR-artemin axis in =
the development of human AD, prospective genome cohort stud-
ies are needed. A large cohort study (Tohoku Medical Megabank
Project) has been set up that includes a birth-and-three-generation

= ER cohort study that will recruit more than 20,000 newborns?’. This
§9< study might provide evidence of a connection between an AhR-
artemin axis (i.e., traffic smoke in the environment of children or
= Ahl genetic polymorphisms in AhR and/or Artn) and AD development.
5 < Controlling pruritus is an important but still challenging issue in
the management of AD*8. Because blockade of artemin attenuated
alloknesis in AhR-CA mice, we propose that targeting the AhR
system in the epidermis might be a useful therapeutic approach for

treating pruritus in AD|

S T LTTIERRIBIX

Hidaka et al,
Natfure Immunol 2017
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